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NEW ZEALAND SOCIETY FOR EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING 

Minutes of Annual General Meeting 
5:40pm Thursday 4 April 2019 

Sky City Auckland Convention Centre  

1.0 Present, Apologies and Roll of Honour 
1.1 Present  
David Whittaker, President and Lisa Moon, Executive Officer  
and:  44 members  

3 non-members. 

1.2 Apologies  
Apologies received from George Walker and Anne McKenzie. 

1.1 Roll of Honour  
It was noted that the following member has passed away since the last AGM: 

George Butcher (September 2018)  

2.0 Declaration of Proxies 
No proxies were received. 

3.0 Minutes of Annual General Meeting 13 April 2018 
The minutes of the 2018 AGM were circulated to the members with the Notice of 2019 AGM. 
It was noted that there was a problem finding the records of who had seconded the motions, 
so these have been left unattributed. 

David Whittaker moved that the 2018 AGM Minutes be accepted, notwithstanding that the 
Seconders of some motions were not formally recorded.                Seconded: Rajesh Dhakal. 

Motion Carried. 

4.0 Presentation and Adoption of Financial Statement 
The Performance Report and associated audit report for the period to 30th September 2018 
was circulated to members with Notice of AGM. 

The Society’s financial position remains sound. Total income at $635,000 exceeded 
expenditure of $618,000 resulting in a net surplus of $17,000. Total equity of the Society is at 
$343,000, slightly ahead of the year before. 

David Whittaker moved that the Performance Report to 30 September 2018 be accepted and 
approved.                 Seconded: Richard Sharpe. 

Motion Carried 
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5.0 Presentation and Adoption of President’s Report 
The President, David Whittaker, presented his report on the activities of the Society over the 
last year. A copy of the President’s Report is attached to these minutes of the AGM. 

David Whittaker moved that the President’s report be accepted.    Seconded: Charles Clifton.  

Motion Carried. 

6.0 Confirmation of Management Committee 
Nine nominations for 2019-2020 Management Committee were submitted. In accordance 
with the Rules of the Society there was no need for a ballot. 

2019-2020 Management Committee confirmed as: 

Pathmanathan (Brabha) Brabhaharan 
Charles Clifton 
Patrick Cummuskey 
Bruce Curtain 
Helen Ferner 
Geoff Rodgers 
Andrew Thompson 
Chris Van Houtte 
David Whittaker 
 
Rajesh Dhakal (Editor in Chief of the NZSEE Bulletin) 
Lisa Moon (Executive Officer) 
 
David Whittaker moved that the new membership of the Management Committee for 2019-
2020 be accepted.            Seconded: Peter Smith. 

Motion Carried. 

7.0 Remits and Recommendations 
No remits or motions were put to the meeting. 

8.0 2020 AGM 
The 2020 AGM will be held at the 2020 NZSEE Conference, most likely to be held in 
Christchurch. 

9.0 Other Business 
Rajesh Dhakal noted that he is working hard to get international recognition of the Bulletin, 
and asked for member feedback on digital vs hard copy options for the Bulletin. 

10.0 Closure 
The President, David Whittaker, declared the meeting closed at 6:10pm. 
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NZSEE AGM April 2019 – President’s Report 
 

I am very pleased to provide the President’s report on the activities of the Society over the past year. 

Executive Officer 
I am delighted to announce that Lisa Moon has taken up the role of the Society’s Executive Officer.  

Lisa has an ideal background having completed advanced technical studies in earthquake 

engineering at the Rose School in Pavia and at the University of Patras in Greece. More recently she 

has also been assisting managing project reviews for the Ministry of Education schools rebuild 

programme in Canterbury. 

Please welcome and congratulate Lisa on her appointment. 

Financial 
We have just approved the financial statements. The Society’s finances remain sound and I won’t 

comment further on those. 

Conference 
The annual conference is the single biggest activity we undertake each year and it remains very 

popular. Again we have had an excellent level of interest this year, I’m sure as a result of this being a 

Pacific Conference. 

There is a considerable effort in organising this event. Special thanks to Bruce Deam for agreeing to 

chair this year’s conference. Bruce has done an excellent job together with his team of Chris van 

Houtte, Geoff Rodgers and Rajesh Dhakal. Conferences and Events continue to provide us with great 

events management support. 

I hope we can finally get back to Christchurch next year, now that suitable venues are starting to 

become available – watch this space… 

The Bulletin 
The Bulletin has been published under the new branding since March last year. Ongoing thanks to 

Rajesh Dhakal for his editorship of the Bulletin. The Bulletin is another critical function of the Society 

where not just members publish high quality papers. We have been discussing whether we continue 

to publish physical paper copies. It seems inevitable that the Bulletin will eventually become digital 

only. Please give us your feedback about that. 

Other Publications 
We have led the preparation of a revised Section C5 for the seismic assessment of reinforced 

concrete buildings. 

After some considerable time, I’m pleased to advise that the Guideline for Design of Seismic Isolation 

Systems for Buildings document is now complete and ready for trial use. The Guideline is a 

supplement to NZS 1170.5 – dealing with special characteristics of isolated structures, using a 

displacement-based approach. 

We particularly need to thank the major sponsors MBIE and EQC who both contributed the bulk of the 

funding, and also SESOC, NZCS, and NZSEE who each contributed smaller cash amounts. 

Anyone who has participated in one of these study group projects will know that it is challenging to 

complete these worthwhile projects in between our day jobs. So, sincere thanks to those who have 

delivered this work. Thanks to Will Parker for co-chairing this with me. And the lead authors who all 

contributed significantly to this work: Alistair Cattanach, Didier Pettinga, Geoff Sidwell, Andrew 

Charleson, Dario Pietra and Kam Weng Yuen.  And UC QuakeCentre who project managed the work 

for us, Robert Finch and Cathy Gillespie. 

If you want to know more about the base isolation guideline then have a look at our poster paper 

which includes examples of demands on typical isolated buildings in the three main centres. 
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Post-Kaikoura Earthquake  
We are two and a half years on from the Kaikoura Earthquake, and a lot has unfolded. 

- Several buildings have or are still to be demolished. 

- An urgent parapet and façade securing programme was successfully completed. 

- Work by the earth-scientists has given a greater understanding of the underlying geology of 

the Wellington Harbour and the levels of ground shaking amplification that occurred around 

the city and harbour edge – there is now good evidence of a basin effect that is not accounted 

for in the ground subsoil categories. Codification of basin-edge effects is being addressed by 

the current 1170.5 sub-committee. 

The effects on the Kaikoura coast shaking and ground movement on horizontal infrastructure have 

been well documented, but I feel the story of what happened in Wellington has not been properly told. 

I believe we still have some communicating to do to explain why several modern buildings were so 

badly damaged that they needed to be demolished, while many older Earthquake Prone buildings 

survived almost unscathed. 

Seminars 
Seminar activity and income has been significantly lower over the past year compared with the year 

before. Together with SESOC and NZGS further training has been carried out on the Assessment 

Guideline revisions. 

In Queenstown in November we hosted the 17th Joint US-Japan-New Zealand workshop on the 

Improvement of Structural Engineering Resilience.  

Website refresh 
I’m pleased to say that we have just completed a somewhat overdue refresh of our website including 

our updated branding. The new website will be a lot more modern and user-friendly and will host our 

technical library. Thanks to Liam Wotherspoon for leading this project. 

Ongoing projects 
We are keen to support the Low Damage Design project being led by SESOC. There is also still much 

to be understood about the residual capacity and repairability of our buildings. QuakeCoRE recently 

held a workshop on this topic involving a number of international experts and the need for further 

research on residual capacity as well as designing repairable buildings was re-iterated. I am very 

keen NZSEE participates in this ongoing research. 

Relationships with other Technical Societies 
Our relationships with SESOC and NZGS are productive and strong. I have attended two SESOC 

Management Committee meetings and look forward to working with the New SESOC President 

Hamish McKenzie. There are many areas of common interest in relation to earthquake engineering. 

There is agreement for the most relevant Society to take the lead on specific projects and to work 

cooperatively with the other Societies. 

Engineering New Zealand 
Engineering New Zealand has been very active as a central facilitation agency for technical societies. 

NZSEE is a Collaborating Technical Society (CTS) – we are an incorporated society in our own right, 

not under the direct control of Engineering New Zealand or directly affected by Engineering NZ’s 

current round of rule changes.  

There is a very strong and mutually supportive working relationship with the team at Engineering NZ. 

This includes many key people: Susan Freeman Green as Chief Executive, Tania Williams as 

General Manager Engineering Leadership, Helen Davidson as General Manager – Legal & Policy, 

Amanda Wells as Communications & Engagement Manager, Rebecca Mather as Technical Groups 

Manager, as well as financial management assistance via the ENZ accounts services. All women! – 

the diversity agenda is alive and well at Engineering New Zealand. 
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Engineering NZ has picked up on the importance of seismic matters in its recent thought leadership 

pieces on significant issues facing New Zealand and engineers. The piece on seismic resilience was 

timely and thought provoking. I didn’t agree with all of it, but that is good for healthy debate. 

Engineering NZ is also helping manage part of the Greater Christchurch Claims Resolution Service – 

known as GCCRS. This Service, set up by Government, seeks to assist homeowners resolve 

outstanding earthquake insurance claims. NZSEE is providing one representative on an Engineering 

Advisory group to provide overview of an expert engineering panel of structural and geotechnical 

engineers who are made available to give the actual engineering advice to resolve these claims. 

NZSEE has also been invited to participate in a new Technical Challenge Group (another Engineering 

Advisory Group type of committee) that Engineering NZ has recently started.  

MBIE 
With a change of government 18 months ago we have seen a clear shift in the priorities of MBIE. 

While much attention was given to the aftermath of the Christchurch Earthquakes and the Canterbury 

Earthquake Royal Commission, MBIE’s focus has clearly shifted now to other matters not related to 

earthquakes.  

NZSEE led the preparation of the guidelines for the seismic assessment of buildings published in 

2017. The guidelines were specifically referenced in the EQ Prone Buildings legislation. MBIE has 

taken a position that only the guidance published in 2017 can be used for determining earthquake 

prone buildings. The current legislation has locked in place both the earthquake demand, at 33% of 

the 2017 code, as well as the method to determine seismic capacity using only the published 2017 

methodology. This has generated significant debate about how the legislative framework should 

accommodate changing knowledge. 

In November 2018 a revised C5 was published with MBIE’s agreement, including a detailed 

methodology for assessing precast concrete floor systems. MBIE has required that the impacts of the 

changes to C5 are identified before it decides whether to formally include the revised guidance within 

the legislated assessment methodology. So we do still have some challenges around the ongoing 

implementation of earthquake prone buildings legislation.  

MBIE recently appointed Mike Kerr as Chief Engineering Advisor in a part-time capacity for one year. 

My observation is that Mike has already provided useful engineering leadership and I hope MBIE can 

expand Mike’s role. 

MBIE recently established a Building Code Technical Risk Advisory Committee – “BCTRAG”. This is 

a high-level advisory group with permanent membership from NZIA and Engineering NZ, NZSEE, 

SESOC, NZGS, and other industry partners. I am currently representing NZSEE on that group. It is a 

forum to identify risks around the Building Code. Examples include management of key Standards 

such as NZS 1170.5, managing earthquake prone buildings, updating the National Seismic Hazard 

model. This is a forum where we can engage with MBIE on matters to do with earthquake engineering 

and the building code. I would welcome input from the membership. 

EQC 
EQC provides NZSEE with essential support and the relationship is important to us. EQC cover the 

cost of publishing the Bulletin, they sponsor the Ivan Skinner award, and they have provided 

significant financial sponsorship for this conference. I would like to sincerely thank EQC for their 

continued support. 

QuakeCoRE 
I recently attended the QuakeCoRE Annual meeting as was very impressed with the number and 

quality of projects that QuakeCoRE has been undertaking. QuakeCoRE is New Zealand’s leading 

research platform in Earthquake Engineering, funded by the Tertiary Education Commission. I 

understand the first five-year CoRE funding round will come to an end next year. It is important that 

QuakeCoRE is funded for another round to make sure the momentum of this excellent programme is 

not lost.  I recommend we strongly support the QuakeCoRE rebid. 
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Membership 
Current membership stands at around 860, compared with around 840 at this time last year. 

There has been good interest from new members including student and young professional members 

in the past couple of months, I believe largely due to the attractive conference registration fees for 

those categories of members. 

Management Committee 
I would like to thank outgoing members of the Management Committee 

- Jenni Tipler – from MBIE – has been useful having a representative from the Regulator in the 

room. 

- Ignatius Black – represented NZSEE on NZS 1170.5 amendment committee 

- Campbell Keepa – geotechnical engineer from WSP-Opus. 

- Liam Wotherspoon – who was co-opted this year and helped us with the website upgrade.  

Please give a round of applause to acknowledge their contributions. 

And lastly past-President Peter Smith stands down. Peter – on behalf of the Society thank you for 

your huge contribution and for your leadership. You certainly stepped in to the breach as President 

three years ago, to be confronted with the Kaikoura Earthquake and a very busy time. 

Please give Peter a round of applause to acknowledge him. 

The next agenda item will confirm the Management Committee for the 2019 /2010 year.  

That is the end of my report. Thank you. 

David Whittaker 

President, NZSEE 
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