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From the President 

Dr Bill Robinson died on 17 August 2011, in 

Christchurch.  Bill is remembered for his 

inventiveness, his wit, and his pioneer work in base-

isolation, in particular the invention of the Lead-

Rubber Bearing.  Bill had been a member of the 

Society since 1989 and was made a life-member in 

2008. On behalf of members, as President, I spoke at 

Bill‟s well attended memorial service held 

appropriately in Te Papa, Wellington.  A brief obituary 

is given below. 

I also note with regret the death of Professor Peter 

Taylor in July this year.  Peter is remembered in the 

second obituary below. 

On another significant matter, this is a searching time 

for earthquake engineering as the hearings by the Royal 

Commission of enquiry into Building failure caused by 

the Canterbury Earthquakes are now under way. 

Members can utilise the ready internet access to the 

document library and the hearings of the Commission. 

This Newsletter follows the Management Committee 

meeting of 21 October that again used video 

conferencing, between Wellington, Auckland, and 

Christchurch.  Although this saves costs of bringing the 

Management Committee together in one place, the real 

world is arguably more effective than the virtual world.  

The next Management Committee Meeting is being 

planned for early next year in Christchurch, as is the 

Annual NZSEE Conference (see below for conference 

details). 

Peter Wood 

President@nzsee.org.nz  

+64 21 0216 5625 

Dr. William (Bill) H. Robinson 

1938-2011 

Bill was a Life Member of NZSEE and the inventor of 

the Lead-Rubber Bearing, used to base-isolate 

buildings and bridges around the world.  
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Bill was born in Auckland on October 2nd 1938 and 

died in Christchurch on August 17 2011. The lead-

rubber bearing (LRB) was invented in the mid-1970s 

and was incorporated in the William Clayton Building, 

then being designed by the Ministry of Works, 

Structural Design Office in Wellington.  Other NZ 

buildings incorporating the LRB include Te Papa 

(Museum of NZ), Parliament Buildings in Wellington 

and Christchurch Women‟s Hospital, which suffered 

very little damage in the recent Darfield and 

Christchurch earthquakes.  

Dr Robinson suffered a severe stroke in the early 90s 

but recommenced work in 1995 setting up his own 

company “Penguin Engineering”, later renamed 

“Robinson Seismic”.  He invented several seismic 

dampers for use in smaller and lighter structures. 

Professor Peter Taylor 
1925 - 2011  

Peter Whitaker Taylor was born in 1925 and died in 

July this year. Peter obtained a BSc degree from the 

University of New Zealand in 1944 and a BE (Hons) 

degree from the University of New Zealand in 1945. In 

1953 Peter took up a lecturing position with the School 

of Engineering out at Ardmore. He was promoted to 

full Professor in 1977 and from 1977 to 1985 he was 

Head of the Department of Civil Engineering at the 

University of Auckland 

He served on the Management Committee of the NZ 

Society for Earthquake Engineering from 1972 to 1974. 

 

NZSEE Executive Officer in Europe 

Win Clark is overseas in Turkey and Italy until 30 

November.  He is presenting a paper by invitation to a 

conference on "Seismic Protection of Cultural 

Heritage" in Turkey (http://e-

imo.imo.org.tr/Portal/Web/Organizasyon/Default.aspx?id=4) 

and then visits Northern Italy to meet with practitioners 

and academics on: 

i. temporary shoring of heritage buildings, and 

ii. seismic securing and retrofitting of stone rubble 

masonry walls. 

For any urgent NZSEE matters please email 

President@nzsee.org.nz or phone +64 21 0216 5625.  

Please cc Exec@nzsee.org.nz - for Win to catch up 

with and maintain his NZSEE records on his return. 

 

2012 Annual NZSEE Conference 

Abstracts due 2
nd

 November 

 

The 2012 NZSEE annual conference will be held in 

Christchurch, at University of Canterbury, from 13 to 

15 April 2012. The theme of the conference is 

“Implementing Lessons Learnt”. 

 The abstracts are due on 2nd November and the full 

papers will be required by 13th February. Abstracts can 

be submitted online at http://conference.nzsee.org.nz/. 

Roger Sutton, Chief Executive of CERA, is confirmed 

as one of the keynote speakers of the conference. 

For more information, go to 

http://www.nzsee.org.nz/Events/2012Conf/2012_C

FA.pdf  or contact the conference convener 

Associate Prof. Rajesh Dhakal 

rajesh.dhakal@canterbury.ac.nz. 
 

15WCEE Special Sessions 

15WCEE abstracts due 5
th

 November.  

15WCEE „Special Session‟ criteria is available to view 

on the 15WCEE website.  Two NZSEE related Special 

Sessions are proposed, they are: 

The role of Architecture and Urban Planning in 

Earthquake-resilience of Cities: Encouraging Cross-

disciplinary Engagement 

A special session has been proposed on this topic by 

Teresa Guevara-Perez (Venezuela) and Luke Allen 

(New Zealand). The theme includes considerations 

such as “improvement to the design of buildings with 

resilience in mind, and the proper recognition of natural 

hazards and response processes in urban planning, 

would bring about major improvements in the 

resilience of cities to earthquakes. The architecture, 

design and planning disciplines have important roles to 

play in this work.” 

It is also the intention of this session to establish an 

international communication network for further 

discussion of these topics and sharing of knowledge. 

For more information please contact Luke Allen 

luke.allen@gmx.com 

Papers associated with this topic are to be presented in 

a normal session of the conference, and abstracts 

should generally be submitted in the „new 

structures/architecture‟ category. 

The Canterbury Earthquake Sequence 

A Special Session on the Canterbury Earthquake 

Sequence has also been proposed.  Papers associated 

with this topic are to be submitted for a normal session 

of the conference, and abstracts should generally be 

submitted in the „recent earthquakes‟ category.   

Andrew King is coordinating NZSEE input towards the 

special session, contact A.King@gns.cri.nz  

 

http://e-imo.imo.org.tr/Portal/Web/Organizasyon/Default.aspx?id=4
http://e-imo.imo.org.tr/Portal/Web/Organizasyon/Default.aspx?id=4
https://mail.google.com/mail/h/144zwm67mmepn/?&v=b&cs=wh&to=President@nzsee.org.nz
tel:%2B64%2021%200216%205625
https://mail.google.com/mail/h/144zwm67mmepn/?&v=b&cs=wh&to=Exec@nzsee.org.nz
http://conference.nzsee.org.nz/
http://www.nzsee.org.nz/Events/2012Conf/2012_CFA.pdf
http://www.nzsee.org.nz/Events/2012Conf/2012_CFA.pdf
mailto:rajesh.dhakal@canterbury.ac.nz
mailto:luke.allen@gmx.com
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Southwest Pacific Earthquake 
Resilience Workshop  

By Clark Hyland 

 
The Society was pleased to convene the Southwest 

Pacific Earthquake Resilience Workshop, held in 

Wellington from the 22 - 24 August. This workshop 

drew together lessons from recent earthquakes and 

tsunamis to develop a road map for improved regional 

resilience. The aim of the workshop was to build 

regional awareness and consensus on the perceived 

priorities for improving earthquake resilience in the 

region over the next 5 years. 

 

Delegates attended from Papua New Guinea, Solomon 

Islands, Vanuatu, Fiji, Samoa, Cook Islands, Tonga, 

Australia and New Zealand. 

 

The 3-day workshop concluded with the production of 

a report due to be presented to regional governmental 

and international agencies. If adopted, this report will 

lead to risk mitigation strategies being adopted and a 

modern earthquake monitoring network of local 

networks being established throughout the Southwest 

Pacific under the umbrella of a new organization of 

engineers, seismologists and natural disaster planners. 

 

Overviews were presented on recent earthquakes in the 

region and beyond. National representatives and other 

delegates, from Southwest Pacific nations including 

Australia and New Zealand, in the areas of engineering, 

building control and disaster management, were invited 

to contribute to the workshop. The aim was to build 

regional awareness and consensus on what are the 

perceived priorities for improving earthquake resilience 

in the region over the next 5 years. 

 

There were considerations of: 

•       Co-operative disaster management strategies; 

•       Seismological studies; 

•       Tsunami mitigation systems; 

•       Earthquake engineering guidelines; 

•       Joint codes and standards; 

•       Education; 

•       Continuing professional development; 

•       Building control systems development. 

 

The workshop ended with the drafting of a joint 

statement for vote and signing by the official national 

representatives endorsing the initiatives proceeding 

from the workshop. 

 

Six initiatives were agreed as regional priorities: 

1. Setting up of inter-connected local earthquake 

monitoring networks in each nation. 

2. Hazard mapping using a consistent methodology. 

3. South Pacific Standards Forum to develop consistent 

earthquake related standards based on AS/NZS 

documents. 

4. Legislative framework development for earthquake 

response. 

5. Development of appropriate urban planning and 

culturally appropriate disaster response guidelines. 

6. Capacity building of regional seismologists, 

engineers and infrastructure 

managers. 

 

For more information on the Southwest Pacific 

Earthquake Resilience Workshop and the initiatives 

arising from it, please contact:  

clark@fatigueandfracture.com 

 

South West Pacific Earthquake 

Resilience Workshop Attendees Left 

to right,  

Back row: Luke Allen, NZSEE; Clark 

Hyland, NZSEE; Brendan Donnell, 

NZSEE; Jimmy Nuake, Solomon Is; 

Brian Jacob, Fiji; Pradap Singh, Fiji; 

Harry Rini, Solomon Is.  

Centre row: Margaret Findlay, IPENZ; 

Kevin McCue, AEES; Sen Hugo, PNG; 

Garry Gibson, AEES, Sione 

Taumoepeau, Tonga.  

Front row: Elsa Fruean, Samoa; Tenga 

Mana, Cook Is; Tessa Tafua, Samoa; 

Esline Garaebiti Bule, Vanuatu; and 

Seventeen Tounona, Tonga. 
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2nd International Conference on 
Earthquake Engineering and 
Disaster Mitigation  

Dr Clark Hyland represented the NZSEE at the recent 

2nd International Conference on Earthquake 

Engineering and Disaster Mitigation (ICEEDM-II) in 

Surabaya, Indonesia on the 19 -20 July. The conference 

was organised by the Indonesian Earthquake 

Engineering Association. Clark was invited to speak on 

lessons learned to date from the 2010 Canterbury 

earthquake and after-shocks, in conjunction with Dr 

Sugeng Wijanto. 

Clark Hyland reports: 

The conference had an impressive line-up of 

Indonesian and international speakers, expressing a 

strong desire to learn and apply lessons from recent 

earthquakes and disasters including Canterbury. There 

was interest in joint earthquake engineering research 

and studies with New Zealand. 

Fajfar of Slovenia gave an excellent talk on  a practice 

oriented nonlinear seismic analysis using static 

pushover and response spectrum analysis methods, 

which may hold some value as a direction for New 

Zealand design standards development. James Kelly a 

New Zealander now at UC Berkeley gave a very 

interesting paper on base isolation and practical low 

cost applications. Pradano gave a presentation on 

assessing ground motion in Padang.  It included some 

innovative approaches by Universities of Tokyo and 

Kyoto on real building response to earthquake ground 

motions. Zhu spoke on a large scale micro-tremor 

study of Singapore that may be relevant for New 

Zealand urban areas going forward.  Sengara spoke on 

site effects in deep sedimentary basins perhaps relevant 

to Canterbury in which basin edge effects are found to 

be significant. 

Another disaster perhaps relevant to New Zealand but 

not well known about, which is defying attempts to be 

stemmed, is the mud eruption near Surabaya. It has 

inundated over 100 hectares of a township, burying its 

buildings. It was allegedly started by a company 

drilling for oil in a geothermal area. 

If people are interested in copies of the papers, contact 

clark@fatigueandfracture.com 

 

Upcoming Bulletin Issues 

September Bulletin: 

This upcoming issue includes the Learning from 

Earthquakes report written by the NZSEE team on the 

2010 Maule, Chile earthquake; which has been delayed 

by the Canterbury earthquakes. The report has been 

completed and publication is now due in early 

November. 

December Bulletin: 

The December issue of the Bulletin will be a special 

issue dedicated to observations from the 2011 February 

Christchurch earthquake . The paper submission 

deadline has passed and we have received more than a 

dozen papers spanning across different aspects of the 

Christchurch earthquake, including seismological 

characteristics of the earthquake and performances of 

buildings (RC, steel, timber, masonry), ground 

(liquefaction, landslide), non-structural components 

(ceilings, facades, pallet racks), and infrastructures 

(bridge, lifeline). The submitted papers are currently 

under review. The editorial team (including Bulletin 

Editor Les Megget and Guest Editors Rajesh Dhakal, 

Stefano Pampanin and Quincy Ma) hopes that the 

members of the Society will find this issue very 

informative and useful. 

This special issue will be published just prior to 

Christmas or in early January. 

Extra hard copies will be available for purchase via the 

NZSEE website while there will be open access to all 

the papers in pdf format from the NZSEE website. 

Electronic copies of all current bulletins, back issues 

and other technical publications are now available to 

members.  To get a copy of these please contact the 

society‟s Executive Officer Win Clark. 

Win Clark, Exec Officer - exec@nzsee.org.nz 

A refreshed NZSEE website will soon make all these 

publications available for download from the member‟s 

area via a login and password. 

EQC Support 

The Society acknowledges the generous support 

provided by the EQC in the form of sponsorship of the 

annual conference and of its sponsorship of the 

publication of the Bulletin. 
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