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From the President 

M8.8 Maule Earthquake, Chile 
On 27 February 2010 the magnitude 8.8 earthquake 

struck Chile.  The epicentre was just offshore near the 

city of Chillan.  The nearby city of Concepcion was 

heavily hit and we understand that damage has been 

sustained in the capital of Santiago, approximately 

300km to the north.  The earthquake triggered a 

tsunami which was registered in New Zealand.   

The Learning from Earthquakes sub-committee, 

together with other key members, held a video 

conference call on Wednesday 10
th
 March to decide 

whether the Society would send a Learning from 

Earthquakes mission to Chile.  It was agreed that there 

was sufficient opportunity to obtain new learnings from 

this earthquake to initiate a mission.   Current thinking 

is to despatch a team to Chile in mid to late April.  We 

do not consider that delaying the departure till then will 

compromise the mission.  Critical to the success of the 

mission is a well defined learning plan that is relevant 

to New Zealand.  

In the intervening period the Society aims to gather 

intelligence across a range of interest areas in order to 

develop the mission plan.  Information is being sought 

from previously established contacts in Chile and 

approaches are being made to the Chilean members of 

the IAEE. 

An NZSEE clearing house has been establishe d by 

the Learning from Earthquakes sub-committee.  

Members who may have information relevant to New 

Zealand regarding the status of buildings and 

infrastructure in Chile and any other relevant issues, are 

encouraged to forward this information to Quincy Ma 

(q.ma@auckland.ac.nz). The Society particularly 

welcomes your thoughts on any aspect of the Chile 

experience which you consider is relevant to New 

Zealand. 

The Management Committee welcomes enquiries from 

any members who would like to be considered for the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Zealand team.  Please use the application form 

that can be found at the Society home page 

http://www.nzsee.org.nz/index.html.  

There will be a short report on the Maule earthquake at 

the upcoming Annual conference.  If you haven’t 

already registered for the conference, registration 

forms, programs and other details may be found at 

http://db.nzsee.org.nz/2010/ .  I look forward to seeing 

you there. 
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