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From the President 

The first decade of the 21
st
 century has passed already. 

The decade was not without its share of devastating 

earthquakes.  The deadliest events around the world, 

resulting in more than 450,000 deaths, included: 

2001 January 26 M7.7 Gujarat, India 

2003 December 26 M6.6 Southeastern Iran 

2004 December 26 M9.1 off the West Coast of 

Northern Sumatra (generated very significant tsunami 

affecting several countries on the perimeter of the 

Indian Ocean)  

2006 May 26 M6.3 Java, Indonesia 

2006 October 8 M7.6 Pakistan 

2007 August 15 M8.0 off the coast of Central Peru  

2008 May 12 M7.9 Wenchuan, China 

2009 April 6 M6.3 L’Aquila, Italy 

2009 September 30 M7.6 just off shore Padang, 

Sumatra 

Less deadly but with a very high energy release was the 

2009 September 29 M8.1 Samoa earthquake (generated 

significant tsunami) 

Although of a lesser magnitude, closer to home, the 

Gisborne earthquake of  December 21 2008 caused 

significant damage to a New Zealand city and the July 

15 2009 M7.8 Fiordland quake was the largest 

recorded NZ earthquake since the 1931 Hawke’s Bay 

earthquake.  Thankfully, it hit a largely unpopulated 

area.  

So the message is “make sure you are prepared”.  In a 

major NZ earthquake many of us will be required to 

assist in the response phase and so we need to be sure 

that our families are safe and able to function in our 

absence.  Have you a plan for your own household? 

Registration is open for our Annual Conference from 

26 to 28 March.  I encourage you to participate in our 

flagship event of the year.  Check our website 

http://db.nzsee.org.nz/2010/ to download registration 

forms and accommodation booking forms.       
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Padang Earthquake 

In the last Newsletter I reported on the NZAid funded 

mission undertaken by 10 NZSEE members to Padang. 

While charged with assessing and advising on the 

condition of several hundred buildings, the busy team 

learned several lessons that will improve New 

Zealand’s response to a major earthquake event, 

particularly regarding the application of the Building 

Safety Evaluation during a Declared State of 

Emergency - Guidelines for Territorial Authorities 

document, produced by the NZSEE Working Group.   

The Society is making presentations of the team’s 

findings at five centres around the country: 

Auckland - 16 February 

Christchurch – 23 February 

Queenstown – 9 March 

Wellington – 25 March 

Napier – TBA 

Further details may be found at:  

http://db.nzsee.org.nz/Events/2010PadangEarthquakeS

eminars.pdf  

AEES Conference 

I attended the Australian Earthquake Society 

conference in Newcastle from 11 to 13 December 2009 

and presented a paper on the developments in the 

design of brick veneers over the last 20 years.  It has 

been 20 years since the Newcastle earthquake – the last 

major earthquake to strike a populated area of 

Australia. 

About 80 people attended the conference, including 

several from NZ. Mark Stirling from GNS presented 

one of the keynote addresses.  The quality of the 

presentations was very high and the topics discussed 

wide and varied. Several papers related directly to the 

Newcastle earthquake and there was a report on the 

AusAid mission to Padang after the 29 September 

earthquake. 

The social events provided light relief and on the 

Saturday afternoon a public forum was held at the 

Christchurch Cathedral, followed by a presentation on 

the seismic retrofit undertaken on the Cathedral and a 

Commemoration Service.   

Seismic Design of Storage Tanks  

There are still copies of the new Seismic Design of 

Storage Tanks document available.  To order your 

copy, please send a request with your name, contact 

details and postal address to  exec@nzsee.org.nz.  

Upcoming Events  

2010 NZSEE Annual Conference 

The flagship Annual conference of the Society is 

drawing closer.  The conference will be held in 

Wellington for the first time on 26-28 March 2010.  

The theme is “Earthquake Prone Buildings:  How 

ready are we?”.  The programme has been set and may 

be viewed at:  

http://db.nzsee.org.nz/2010/DraftProgramme.pdf. 

Earthquake Engineering Research Forum 

It is planned to hold an earthquake engineering research 

forum on Friday 26 March, in the morning immediately 

preceding the Annual Conference.  The forum will be 

held in the Soundings Theatre at Te Papa.  The 

common aim of the earthquake engineering community 

is to develop a resilient New Zealand.  The desire in 

holding the forum is to provide a communication link 

between researchers, funders and end users of research 

and in so doing, develop a long term research strategy.  

Members are invited to consider their view of the 

future direction of research required to meet this desire 

and come along to the forum prepared to participate. 

A web based page will be setup prior to the meeting to 

allow participants to put forward their views and also 

see what others are proposing.  The aggregated 

contributions will be used as a starting point for 

discussion at the forum.  Details of the forum 

programme will be circulated shortly.   

14ECEE Conference 

This conference is scheduled for 30 August to 3 

September 2010 and will be held in Ohrid, 

Macedonia.  Further details may be obtained from: 

http://www.14ecee.mk.   

 

EQC Support 

The Society would again like to acknowledge the 

generous support provided by the EQC in the form of 

sponsorship of the annual conference and of its 

sponsorship of the publication of the Bulletin. 
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