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From the President 

Greetings to you all.  Winter is upon us and we have 

had our share of bad weather already.   

Following the very successful technical conference in 

Christchurch in early April, Therese and I travelled 

south and cycled the Central Otago rail trail before 

Easter.  It was a really great experience which included 

a wide range of weather conditions from warm and 

windy to begin, to very cold after a significant dump of 

snow on the tops.  

This Newsletter follows the first meeting of the 

Management Committee that has been held as a video 

conference, using the KAREN video conferencing 

facilities at the Universities of Auckland and 

Christchurch and Victoria University of Wellington.  I 

must say that it worked quite efficiently, saving travel 

time for committee members and travel costs for the 

Society.  There are still some advantages of holding 

meetings of all committee members in one place and 

these will still be held as required.   

Sad News - Death of a Founding 
Member 

It is with great sadness that I report the death of one of 

the Society’s founding members, Mr Latham Andrews, 

on 2 April.  We are indebted to Latham for his hard 

work over the early years of the Society and also to the 

recently published booklet “Before Beginning – The 

Birth of the New Zealand Society for Earthquake 

Engineering” in which he documented the early history 

of the Society’s formation. 
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2009-2010 Management Committee 

The 2009-2010 Management Committee members 

were announced at the AGM in Christchurch.  

However, for those that were not at the conference, the 

new committee is: 

Luke Allen (co-opted) 

Graeme Beattie (co-opted) (President)  

Jitendra Bothera 

P Brabhaharan (Brabha)  

Bruce Deam  

Jason Ingham 

Quincy Ma  

Stefano Pampanin 

Michael Pender 

John Townend 

Peter Wood 

The Executive Officer of the Society is Win Clark and 

the Bulletin Editor is Les Megget.  

  

Wenchuan Earthquake Roadshow  

I hope that you were able to make it to one of the 

presentations given by the team that visited the Sichuan 

Province late last year.  Presentations were made at five 

centres throughout the country, finishing in Wellington 

on the first anniversary of the earthquake, 12 May 

2009.  The Honourable John Carter, Minister of Civil 

Defence, joined the meeting, as did the First Secretary 

Culture from the PRC Embassy, Ms Oujia (Olga) 

Wang.   

The team is now putting together a full report on their 

mission for inclusion in the Bulletin later in the year. 

 

L’Aquila Earthquake 

Since my last Newsletter, Italy was hit by a magnitude 

6.3 earthquake, centred about 100km northeast of 

Rome, on 6 April.  Many of the historic buildings in 

the medieval city of l’Aquila were seriously damaged.  

Helped by some funding assistance from NZSEE, 

Claudio Oyarzo Vera, currently undertaking post-

graduate study at the University of Auckland, diverted 

to l’Aquila during an already planned visit to Italy, to 

observe the damage first-hand. We can expect to see 

his report in the Bulletin in the near future.  

 

Further information about the earthquake can be 

obtained from the EERI website 

http://www.eeri.org/site/.  

 

2009 Annual Conference - 
Christchurch 
By Quincy Ma  

The recent annual conference in Christchurch was 

highly successful by most accounts. Over 170 delegates 

attended the conference and over 50 oral papers were 

presented. Professor Jack Moehle from the University 

of California, Berkeley, enlightened the crowd with his 

keynote presentation titled “The Resilient City”. The 

stimulating talk challenged the audience to re-evaluate 

our cities’ readiness against a number of specific 

performance objectives. 

The Saturday evening conference dinner provided an 

opportunity to recognise major achievements by our 

members. The following awards were presented during 

the dinner: 

The 2009 Otto Glogau Award was awarded to G.H. 

Lindup for his bulletin paper, “Adapting the structural 

design actions standard for the seismic design of new 

industrial plant” 

The 2009 NZSEE Research Scholarship was awarded 

to Thomas Algie to support his research on the 

Numerical and Experimental Modelling of Rocking 

Foundations Subjected to Seismic Loadings. 

Additionally, bulletin editor Les Megget was named a 

Life Member of the society, recognising his enormous 

contribution to the running of the society over the last 

30 years.  

 
Les accepting his new Life member certificate and name badge 

 

The organising committee is also grateful for Hon. 

Maurice Williamson’s, the Minister for Building and 

Construction, attendance at the Saturday evening 

conference dinner.  

http://www.eeri.org/site/
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The society acknowledges Mr. David Middleton on his 

recent appointment as an Honorary Fellow of IPENZ 

for his contribution to Earthquake Engineering in New 

Zealand 

The organising committee would also like to 

congratulate the following award winners for their 

contribution to the 2009 conference. 

Best Practice Paper 

“Earthquake Resistant Design of Tied-Back Retaining 

Structures” by K.J. McManus 

Best Research Paper 

“Resistance from Bridge Abutment Passive Soil 

Pressure in Earthquakes” by J.H. Wood 

Best Student Paper 

“In-Plane Experimental Testing of Timber-Concrete 

Composite Floor Diaphragms” by  M.P. Newcombe, 

D. Carradine, S. Pampanin, A.H. Buchanan, B.L. 

Deam, W.A. van Beerschoten and M. Fragiacomo 

Best Poster 

“Development and Validation of a Non-Tearing Floor 

Precast Concrete Structural System for Seismic 

Regions” by B. Leslie, D.K. Bull and S. Pampanin 

Finally, we thank all the delegates who completed the 

conference survey. As a summary, of the 99 (11 partial) 

responses received, 90% thought the conference met 

expectation, 75% agreed that it was stimulating and 

40% were neutral about the conference applicability to 

their day to day work. 

The majority of the delegates preferred papers with a 

greater practical application and many people 

commented that the 12 minute presentation time was 

insufficient.  

The survey also showed that delegates are 

overwhelmingly against the idea of condensing the 

conference into two days or changing the current 

format. More controversially, 56 delegates preferred 

the two concurrent session streams on Saturday and 32 

were against this change. Many commented that 

presentation time must be enforced strictly for parallel 

sessions to work.  

The full survey results will be passed on to the 2010 

conference organising committee. Thank you for the 

opportunity for us to organise the 2009 conference and 

we look forward in seeing everyone again at the 2010 

conference! 

Direct Displacement Based Design 
Seminar 

In late April and early May, Professor Nigel Priestley 

presented a very popular NZSEE seminar in the three 

main centres.  A total of 248 people attended the 

seminars and many took advantage of the discounted 

price for the book on the subject, co-authored by Nigel, 

Michele Calvi and Mervyn Kowalski.   

My sincere thanks to Nigel for making the seminar 

such a success and also to Allan Bluett of Blue Pacific 

Event management Ltd for the smooth running of the 

seminars and book purchases.   

Electronic Bulletin & Scanning of 
Bulletin Back Issues   

You should all have been notified of the availability of 

the electronic copy of the June Bulletin by now. 

The scanning of back issues of the Bulletin is almost 

complete and the full set will soon be available on the 

website.  My thanks to Bruce Deam and Quincy Ma for 

completing this long overdue task.  

Learning From Earthquakes 
By Peter Wood 

The NZSEE programme of Learning from Earthquakes 

builds on the past two decades of earthquake 

reconnaissance by NZSEE teams.  The first team 

reconnaissance was in 1985 to Mexico, to investigate 

and report back on the “Mexico City” earthquake of 

that year.   

More than 15 trips have now been made by NZSEE 

members to gather information, experience, and report 

back from overseas earthquakes, in addition to several 

New Zealand earthquakes.  A review of the NZSEE 

reconnaissance outcomes was made recently, and 

follow-up work is to be completed this year.  The 

review and recent experiences have led to some new 

arrangements that are evolving. 

Following establishment of the 2009-10 NZSEE 

Management Committee, the Learning from 

Earthquakes programme is being refined and is drafting 

new goals and objectives, with the intent of ensuring 

integration of NZSEE activities with those of other 

earthquake responders and researchers, both in New 

Zealand and offshore.  Some alignment with similar 

activities is occurring, particularly with EERI’s 

successful Learning from Earthquakes Programme. 
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NZSEE’s response to an earthquake is managed by 

Peter Wood and Graeme Beattie, based in Wellington 

and Mick Pender, Auckland, and Bruce Deam in 

Christchurch (in case the earthquake is in Wellington).  

Other members of the Management Committee 

involved with the Learning from Earthquakes 

Programme include Win Clark, P. Brabhaharan 

(Brabha), and Jitendra Bothara. 

Members who wish to register interest in the NZSEE 

Learning from Earthquakes Programme should send 

their application to the Executive Officer, Win Clark.   

The application form may be downloaded from the 

Society’s website (http://www.nzsee.org.nz/). 

 

NZSEE Draft Guidelines for Post 
Earthquake Building Safety 
Evaluation 

I am pleased to advise that after lengthy negotiations, 

and with the considerable help of Mike Stannard of the 

DBH, the Society has signed a contract with the DBH 

covering the majority of the work carried out by the 

Working Party to bring the draft Guidelines to their 

current status.  The contract also includes review of the 

stakeholder feedback and pilot training feedback, 

publication of the final Guideline document and 

production of a technical field guidance manual. 

The Department has taken responsibility for the 

publication of Building Safety Evaluation during a 

Declared State of Emergency - Guidelines for 

Territorial Authorities.  Until the Guideline is 

published, the draft remains available at 

www.nzsee.org.nz.  

Deep Fault Drilling Project - Alpine 
Fault, New Zealand 
By John Townend 

The Alpine Fault, New Zealand, is a major dextral-

reverse fault that is thought to fail in large earthquakes 

(c. Mw 7.9) every 200–400 years and to have last 

ruptured in 1717 AD.  Ongoing uplift has rapidly 

exhumed a crustal section from depths of as much as 

30 km, yielding a recently formed (<~1 Ma), well-

preserved sample of mid-crustal structures currently 

active at depth.  Surface studies and geophysical 

experiments have provided valuable images of 

structures and associated deformation mechanisms, and 

contributed to archetypal models of continental faulting 

and mountain-building. 

 

An international team led by John Townend (Victoria 

University of Wellington and NZSEE Management 

Committee member) and Rupert Sutherland (GNS 

Science) recently held a six-day workshop to discuss 

drilling into, sampling, and monitoring the Alpine Fault 

to investigate earthquake processes and fault zone 

evolution (full details at 

http://drill.gns.cri.nz/nzcdp/dfdp/).  The workshop was 

funded by the International Continental Scientific 

Drilling Program (ICDP) and attended by 61 

researchers from 27 organizations in seven countries.  

The discussions highlighted three principal themes for 

a long-term, multinational drilling experiment (the 

evolution of an orogenic system; ductile and brittle 

deformation mechanisms; seismogenesis and the 

habitat of earthquakes).  Preliminary site 

characterization work is planned for the coming 

summer, including active- and passive-source seismic 

research and shallow drilling. 

 

Workshop reports have been submitted to EOS and 

Scientific Drilling, and links to those reports will be 

distributed to NZSEE members in a subsequent 

newsletter. 

Seismic Design of Storage Tanks  

This document is about to be published.  The 

publication is likely to have a limited number of 

interested parties, given the specialist nature of the 

subject.  The Management Committee has agreed to 

make copies available to those wishing to purchase a 

copy at a reasonable rate.  After two years, an 

electronic copy of the document will be made available 

through the Society’s website.  

Upcoming Events  

2009 Australian Earthquake Engineering 
Society Conference 

This year’s AEES conference will be held in Newcastle 

on 11-13 December, marking the 20
th
 anniversary of 

the 1989 Newcastle earthquake.  The link is: 

http://www.aees.org.au/Conferences/2009/AEESPaper

Call.pdf. 

2010 NZSEE Annual Conference 

The dates have been set for the 2010 Annual 

Conference.  The conference will be held in Wellington 

for the first time on 26-28 March 2010.  The theme is 

“Earthquake Prone Buildings:  How ready are we 

for the big one?”.   

http://www.nzsee.org.nz/
http://drill.gns.cri.nz/nzcdp/dfdp/
http://www.aees.org.au/Conferences/2009/AEESPaperCall.pdf
http://www.aees.org.au/Conferences/2009/AEESPaperCall.pdf
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ATC-SEI Conference 

This conference is programmed for 9-11 December in 

San Francisco.  The theme is “Improving the Seismic 

Performance of Existing Buildings and Other 

Structures”.  Because NZSEE is a cooperating 

organisation, our members may register at the member 

rate.  The link is: http://www.atc-sei.org/.  

Asia-Pacific Vibration Conference 

This conference is scheduled for 22-25 November 2009 

and will be held at the University of Canterbury.  More 

details can be obtained from the following website: 

http://www.uco.canterbury.ac.nz/conference/apvc09/. 

EQC Support 

The Society would again like to acknowledge the 

generous support provided by the EQC in the form of 

sponsorship of the annual conference and of its 

sponsorship of the publication of the Bulletin. 

 

 

http://www.atc-sei.org/
http://www.uco.canterbury.ac.nz/conference/apvc09/

