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From the President 

I hope you all had a relaxing Christmas break and are 

refreshed for 2009.  The new calendar year is now well 

underway and we are soon to have the upcoming 

NZSEE Annual Technical Conference and AGM.  This 

year it is being held at the Chateau on the Park in 

Christchurch over 3-5 April.  Conference convenor, 

Quincy Ma, and his team have put together an exciting 

and stimulating programme over the three days.  

Keynote speaker, Jack Moehle, Immediate-Past 

Director of the Pacific Earthquake Engineering 

Research Center, will be kicking the conference off 

with a presentation titled “The Resilient City - A Way 

of Thinking about Preparedness, Mitigation, and 

Rebuilding”.  It is not too late to register for this key 

event on the NZSEE calendar – go to 

http://db.nzsee.org.nz/2009/.   Jack will also be making 

other presentations in Wellington and Auckland during 

the week before the conference.  Dates are as follows: 

Auckland, Tuesday 31 March and Wellington, 

Wednesday 1 April.   

The Management Committee has decided that the 

Rules of the Society are in need of an update.  There 

are several areas where the Rules do not align with the 

actual workings of the Society.  Particular areas include 

the election process for the Management Committee 

(which is now primarily an electronic process), the 

abolition of the Secretary position and the 

establishment of the Executive Officer position, and 

removal of the specialist categories for committee 

members.  Several other editorial changes have been 

proposed.  In line with the current Rules, a Special 

General Meeting is required to consider Rule changes.  

It is proposed to hold this SGM immediately before the 

AGM on 3 April. 
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Wenchuan Earthquake  

Our NZSEE team has begun distillation of the 

knowledge gained from the mission to the Sichuan 

Province.  You can expect to receive notification of the 

dates for the roadshow presentations shortly.  With the 

conference drawing near, it has been decided to hold 

off with the presentations until after the conference.  It 

is also now hoped to take the presentation to five 

centres across NZ 

 
Team members: Stuart Read, Jiashun Yu, Brabhaharan, Phil Yong and 

Meng Foon 

 

December & February Bulletin 
Survey  
By Bruce Deam 

The level of response to the Bulletin survey was 

somewhat disappointing with 50 or so responses. 

Most of those that responded considered that the 

Bulletin was a high quality publication.  There was 

almost a bimodal ambivilance vs distribution of those 

striving for greater international recognition, a slight 

preference for publishing more papers with a New 

Zealand focus and a strong rejection of the idea of 

merging with another New Zealand journal. 

Respondents indicated that they would prefer more (in 

decreasing order of preference) Structural Engineering, 

Geotechnical Earthquake Engineering, Practice Papers 

/ Projects, Risk analysis, and Engineering Seismology, 

but it is suggested that this is probably more a 

reflection of the numbers of respondents in each 

discipline rather than a clear preference. If anything, 

this is regarded as a neutral result or an affirmation of 

the status quo. A few good other suggestions were 

proffered. 

The proportions of desires for printed and electronic 

versions indicate that we could offer to stop sending 

the paper copies to some members sometime in the 

future. Most respondents were ambivalent about the 12 

month delay before the public can read it.  The two 

requests for searching were noted. 

The Publications team thanks those that responded and 

have taken on board the feedback received and will be 

endeavouring to action some of the more popular 

requests. 

Electronic Bulletin & Scanning of 
Bulletin Back Issues   

Members have been notified of the availability of 

online copies of the papers in the 2008 issues of the 

Bulletin and also the first issue for 2009.  Hard copies 

are still being mailed to members and subscribers but 

in the future, members may receive copies in their 

preferred medium only.  

The scanning of back issues of the Bulletin is well 

underway, with 50% of them completed to date.  It is 

hoped that the remainder will be scanned in the next 

couple of months so that the full set will be available 

on the website.  

NZSEE Draft Guidelines for Post 
Earthquake Building Safety 
Evaluation 

As noted in the last Newsletter, a copy of the draft 

document was placed on the Society’s website before 

Christmas with a comment period ending on 16 

February 2009.  Copies were also sent to all Territorial 

Authorities and some valuable feedback has been 

received. 

Once completed, the final document is expected to be 

“owned” by the Department of Building and Housing.  

The Society has fulfilled its objective in that it has 

produced the technical content but the following 

through with pilot training sessions with a couple of 

TAs and then final rollout of training is seen as an 

operational task best provided by the DBH.  The draft, 

as of December 2008, is still available via 

http://www.nzsee.org.nz/TechnicalActivities.xml. 

http://www.nzsee.org.nz/TechnicalActivities.xml
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Seismic Design of Storage Tanks  

The revised document has been a long time in coming 

to fruition.  The draft was issued for comments from 

selected commentators last year and the feedback has 

been reviewed and the document amended accordingly.  

A review of some worked examples in the document is 

underway and there are some minor editorial changes 

being made.  It is the expectation of the Study Group 

that there will be a clean copy ready for publication in 

about a month.  At this point a copy will be passed to 

the Environmental Risk Management Authority 

(ERMA) for their consideration, with hopefully an 

endorsement from the Authority coming within the 

next few months.  

Upcoming Events  

Displacement Based Design Seminar 
Work is well underway on the preparation of a series of 

one day seminars on Displacement Based Design.  The 

seminars will be given by Nigel Priestley and will be 

held in Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch in late 

April or early May.  More details will be made 

available once dates are firmed up.   

Earthquake Engineering Research Forum  
Two earthquake engineering research forums have 

been held; the first in 2004 (at the University of 

Canterbury), and then the second in 2006 (following 

the Napier Annual conference).    

This year it has been decided to hold a third Forum on 

the morning of Friday 3 April, just prior to the opening 

of the conference.  The Forum is being organised by 

Andrew King (GNS Science) and Stefano Pampanin 

(University of Canterbury).  In addition to 

representatives of the scientific community and 

profession, research funders and end users are also 

invited to attend.  

The primary aims of the meeting are to: 

 gain an understanding on overall progress 

within EQ engineering research from the 

researchers 

 receive practical feedback and wish list from 

end users 

 explore possible future research directions 

either within a hazards platform or within a 

competitive bidding round (FRST 

terminologies). 

 develop action plans to achieve a coordinated 

way forward towards the mitigation of the 

seismic risk at a national level, regardless of 

the funding scheme in place 

 prepare a position document, coordinated by 

the NZSEE, to enhance its national and 

international visibility and impact.  
 

For further information if you are intending to attend, 

please contact stefano.pampanin@canterbury.ac.nz or 

A.King@gns.cri.nz.  

 

EQC Support 

The Society would like to acknowledge the generous 

support provided by the EQC in the form of 

sponsorship of the annual conference and of its 

sponsorship of the publication of the Bulletin. 
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