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From the President 
 
Welcome to the third of this year’s Newsletters.  Significant progress 
has been made over the last few months in the Society.  
 
It is with great pleasure that I welcome Win Clark as the Society’s 
new Executive Officer, taking up the position on 1 November for a 
contract period of two years.  The Society’s Technical Development 
Manager role and Secretary role have been combined into the one 
Executive Officer position and Win’s appointment will bring to the 
Society a wealth of technical experience, which will greatly assist the 
progress of our technical activities.  See more about Win later in the 
Newsletter. 
 
You will all now have a personal copy of “Before Beginning”, the birth of the NZSEE, written by 
Life Member and founding member of the Society, Latham Andrews.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Latham for this excellent read.    
 

Legend of Earthquake Engineering 
 
The November meeting of the Management Committee was held at the University of Canterbury 
Engineering School so that it could be combined with a special presentation to Professor Tom 
Paulay.  At the 14th World Conference on Earthquake Engineering in Beijing, in October, the 
Asian-Pacific Network of Centers for Earthquake Engineering Research (ANCER) accorded 
Professor Paulay the honour of being selected as one of only 13 Legends of Earthquake 
Engineering, after voting by 125 international organisations.  A legend was defined as an 
individual whose activities have made unique, exceptional, and lasting contributions to earthquake 
engineering.  Professor Paulay was recognised for his contributions on capacity-design of ductile 
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structures, displacement-focused seismic design, 
torsional response of asymmetric ductile buildings, 
and code provisions for seismic design of 
reinforced concrete buildings.   
 
A luncheon was organised at the Engineering 
School, attended by the Management Committee, 
Engineering School staff, and other colleagues and 
close friends of Tom.  I had the honour of making 
the presentation of the award to Tom, which had 
been accepted in Beijing by Jason Ingham on 
Tom’s behalf.  
  
                                                                                   Head of Department Alan Nicholson, Graeme 

Beattie and Professor Paulay after 
presentation of the award 

 

NZSEE Executive Officer – Introducing Win Clark     
 
Win has recently retired from SKM where he 
was the Senior Structural Consultant.  His 
earthquake engineering experience is 
considerable.  He was involved in the 
development of the earthquake provisions of 
the first NZS 4203 in the 1970’s.  Among 
many design and construction monitoring 
projects, Win designed and supervised the 
refurbishment of the foundation substructure 
of the iconic “Government Wooden Building” 
in Wellington.  He has considerable 
knowledge of construction techniques, 
traditional and modern materials and current 
building code requirements.  He has also had 
considerable involvement in the assessment of the seismic resisting capacity of many existing 
buildings for several health boards, Westpac Trust and Victoria University of Wellington. This 
includes the development and implementation of strengthening solutions for several major 
structures, including base isolation of the Rankine Brown Library building for Victoria University. 
 
Win is one of eleven New Zealand assessors appointed by the Department of Building and 
Housing to assist the Department in deliberations on earthquake prone buildings, having been a 
member of the NZSEE Study Group for earthquake prone buildings.  He is also an assessor of 
CPEng applicants for IPENZ.  
 

Wenchuan Earthquake  

 
The Management Committee is pleased to report that the Society’s team of five experts was 
successful in its reconnaissance mission to China following the Wenchuan earthquake.  Many 
thanks to Jiashun Yu for his dedication to arranging an interchange between our New Zealand 
representatives and his Chinese colleagues in Chengdu, which included opportunities to visit 
several affected areas during the visit.  Without this approach, the mission may never had got off 
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the ground.  There had been concern about the six month time period that had elapsed since the 
earthquake occurred.  However, the team reported that there was still a great deal of damage that 
had yet to be cleaned up while there were also opportunities to observe the recovery process.  
 
Following the precedent in 2007 of providing daily reports from the reconnaissance team to Peru, 
the team leaders emailed back reports of their activities and their impressions.  These were 
loaded onto the Society’s website for the benefit of all members.  We hope that you found this 
reporting mechanism useful.          
 
As is usual practice, the team is preparing a report for publication in the Bulletin and early in the 
New Year a roadshow will bring a presentation to the three main centres.     
 

December Bulletin and Survey 
 
You should have received the table of contents of the December issue of the NZSEE Bulletin by 
e-mail on Monday. If you didn’t receive the e-mail notification, please contact Bruce Deam 
(bruce.deam@canterbury.ac.nz) so we can avoid future notifications being delayed by spam 
filters. The December issue is being printed and should be posted soon. 
 
The management committee is surveying members to learn how we can improve The Bulletin. If 
you haven’t spent a few minutes answering the questions, we would appreciate you visiting the 
survey page (http://db.nzsee.org.nz/Survey/08Bulletin.asp) now. You are welcome to e-mail more 
detailed comments directly to the editor (editor@nzsee.org.nz) or to the president 
(president@nzsee.org.nz). 
 

NZSEE Draft Guidelines for Post Earthquake Building Safety Evaluation 
 
The Society’s Working Party on Integrated Planning for Earthquake Response, led by David 
Brunsdon, has been busy assembling a draft document titled “Building Safety Evaluation in a 
Declared Emergency: Guidelines for Territorial Authorities”.  This updates the 1998 document on 
post-earthquake building safety evaluations, drawing on the experiences from Gisborne.   It has 
been produced with support from the Department of Building and Housing and the Ministry of Civil 
Defence and Emergency Management.  Copies of the draft will be provided to the Chief 
Executives of each Territorial Authority on Wednesday 17 December, requesting comment by 
Monday 16 February 2009.  A copy is also able to be viewed on the NZSEE website. 

 
New Study Group – Earthquake Design of Retaining Walls 
 
NZSEE has set up a study group that is looking at developing guidelines for the earthquake 
design of retaining structures. 
 
There is considerable variability in practice in the earthquake design of retaining walls in New 
Zealand.  This is leading to variable design of retaining walls, some of which may not perform 
adequately when significant earthquakes strike them. 
 
There is little guidance for the earthquake design of retaining walls that is in current use (other 
than the NZTA Bridge Manual), and NZSEE felt that it has a responsibility to improve practice, and 
thus help reduce the risk to development and infrastructure from earthquakes.  This is also an 
area where NZSEE can promote performance based design principles that have been used for 
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wall design. 
 
The study group has initially identified the use of loads derived from NZS 1170.5, amplification 
response, earthquake earth pressures, sloping ground, interaction with structures, displacement 
based design, capacity design, application of Building Act provisions, application to different types 
of walls, performance expectations, as some of the issues that require consideration and the 
provision of guidelines. 
 
The current Study Group comprises John Wood, Mick Pender, Howard Chapman and P 
Brabhaharan (convener). 
 
The Group seeks your input on any issues that you consider important in your practice, and would 
like the Study Group to consider and address. 
 
Further, volunteers to join the study group and contribute to the study are invited, as the current 
Group would welcome contributions from other members who are willing to assist. 
 
Group convener, Brabha, encourages you to write to him with your contributions, or offer to join 
the study group, at p.brabhaharan@opus.co.nz, telephone (04) 471 7842. 
 
 

14th World Conference 
 
The conference was held at the Jiu Hua Shan Zhuang Spa & Resort in Beijing, China over 13-17 
October.  The conference was attended by 2000 full time delegates and around 180 partners.  I 
believe that there were around 30 NZ delegates.  A further 900 or so day registrants were also 
present.  1700 oral presentations were made and 1400 poster papers were presented.  A huge 
number of parallel sessions in a very large venue made for a logistical challenge when deciding 
which presentations to attend.  However, breaks and social functions provided good opportunities 
for networking with delegates from other countries and catching up with existing acquaintances. 
 
At the Board meeting of the IAEE, Andrew Charleson was successfully elected onto the IAEE 
Board for the next four year term, polling 3rd highest of the nominated persons.  We congratulate 
Andrew on this appointment.  He replaces David Hopkins as a Board member, David having 
served the maximum allowed two terms.  Members are not elected representatives of a particular 
country, but the IAEE aim is to have even representation from all parts of the globe.  We are 
therefore delighted that another New Zealander has been appointed.  On behalf of the NZSEE, I 
would like to extend our sincere thanks to David for his participation on the IAEE Board, 
representing this region.   
 
Very sadly for the New Zealand earthquake engineering community, a conference delegate at the 
banquet dinner on the Thursday night decided that the Ruaumoko carving, which has traditionally 
travelled from the University of Canterbury to World Conferences as the emblem of the IAEE, 
would be better off in their care and it was removed from a dinner table.  Such an act is 
inconceivable at such a gathering and is extremely disappointing.  To date, the carving has not 
been located, despite extensive efforts by the guardian of the carving, David Hopkins, and the 
conference organisers to recover it.   
 

2009 Annual Conference 
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The conference will be held at Chateau on the Park in Christchurch over the period 3 - 5 April 
2009.  Quincy and his team have put together an exciting programme.  A record number of 94 
abstracts were submitted and so that the opportunity was made available for as many as possible 
to make an oral presentation, it has been decided to run two parallel sessions on the Saturday 
morning.  While this option may not have favour with some members, it was agreed by the 
Committee to be the most effective solution.     
 

AEES Conference – report from David Brunsdon 

 
The Australian Earthquake Engineering Society's annual conference was held recently at the 
University of Ballarat in Victoria.  This well-attended and very well organised conference featured 
a variety of keynote and oral presentations plus poster papers.  International presenters included 
Hing-Ho Tsang and Ray Su from the University of Hong Kong on the perceptions of seismic risk 
and effectiveness of Chinese seismic codes in the light of the devastating Wenchuan earthquake, 
and Prof CVR Murty from India on the need to develop robustness in structures to resist seismic 
effects. I provided an overview of the engineering response to the December 2007 Gisborne 
earthquake, along with an update on the Society's building safety evaluation guidelines. 
  
A range of papers covering current earthquake engineering developments and practice in 
Australia were presented by AEES members. A total of 48 oral and poster presentations were 
fitted into the three-day weekend programme, which follows the successful NZSEE format.  Highly 
enjoyable social events included dinners at the historic Sovereign Hill gold mining village and at a 
winery. 
  
It was particularly satisfying to see a number of attendees from New Zealand at this year's 
conference, including several students from the University of Auckland. 
 

EQC Support 
 
I would like to acknowledge the generous support provided to the NZSEE by the EQC in the form 
of sponsorship of the annual conference and of its sponsorship of the publication of the Bulletin. 


