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From the President 
 
Welcome to the second of this year’s Newsletters.  We have more 
news to provide you on several matters being addressed by the 
Management Committee. 
 
Most important are the proposed changes for the administration and 
technical development of the Society.  More detail is presented later 
in this Newsletter. 
 
Four months have passed since the Wenchuan earthquake in 
China.  The reconnaissance committee has not been able to obtain 
permission from the Chinese government for a reconnaissance 
mission.  While the major stumbling block is probably reticence 
toward external scrutiny, they are also interested in developing a partnership so the 
investigations can be used to assist them as well as the country sending the team.  While 
progress is frustratingly slow, it is still moving forward.  See below for more information.     
 
On 4-5 August, a symposium was organised in honour of Dr Nigel Priestley at Lake Tahoe in the 
USA.  The organisers, Sri Sritharan and Mervyn Kowalski approached the NZSEE earlier in the 
year asking whether the Society would be willing to be a sponsor of the event.  The Management 
Committee agreed to be a Bronze sponsor of the symposium, donating $US2000 to the 
organisers.  I was honoured to be able to attend on behalf of the NZSEE, and representing a 
sponsoring organisation, I was allocated a time slot to talk about Nigel’s very valuable 
contributions to the NZSEE over the years since his first involvement in the 1970s.  There were 
22 of the 29 PhD students who Nigel had supervised present at the symposium, as well as many 
friends and colleagues.  The technical presentations made by his ex-students were well pitched, 
providing valuable information for the mixed audience without bogging down in highly 
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complicated technical descriptions.   

 
Bulletin Questionnaire 
 
Committee members have been receiving comments from members about the content of the 
Bulletin.  It is clear that we are lacking practice papers in the Bulletin, the type of papers that 
many of our members enjoy reading.  On the other hand, our academic members are finding it 
difficult to gain recognition from their respective university employers for papers published in the 
Bulletin.    
 
In an effort to ensure that the content and style of the Bulletin suits our members, a short 
questionnaire is being devised.  This will be circulated to all members shortly and the Committee 
would be very grateful if you would complete and return this questionnaire so that we form a 
correct understanding of the expectations of our members.   
 

Liquefaction Seminar 
 
Thanks to the efforts of Mick Pender, the NZSEE has run its first seminar for some time.  The 
seminar on liquefaction was presented by Misko Cubrinovski and Rolly Orense in Wellington, 
Auckland and Christchurch in late August.  Approximately 150 of our members attended the 
three seminars. 
 

Executive Officer 
 

It was reported in the last Newsletter that the Society had not been successful in finding a new 
Technical Development Manager.  Furthermore, now that IPENZ looks after our financial affairs 
and our membership database, the role of the Administrative Secretary has reduced.  At our 
recent Management Committee meeting it was decided that a new contract position would be 
established that incorporated the remaining duties of the Secretary and also those of the TDM 
position.  This position has the title of Executive Officer and has been advertised in the main 
daily newspapers.  The expectation is that the appointed person will be required to spend 
approximately 20 to 30 hours per week on NZSEE matters, commencing a fixed term contract on 
1 October, with negotiated renewal.  
 
The appointment of an Executive Officer will mean that the service contract for our Administrative 
Secretary will not be renewed from 1 October this year.  Derek Wilshere has indicated that he 
does not wish to take on the additional work so on behalf of both the Committee and The 
Society, I would like to thank him for serving the Society in this capacity for the last five years and 
wish him well in the future. 
 

2008 Annual Conference Highlights 
 
The 2008 Annual Conference, held in Wairakei, attracted a record number of registrations.  In 
total, there were 180 registrations and of these 50 were students.  It was great to have so many 
students participating, both presenting updates on their research work and getting involved in the 
Society’s key event.  Dr Tom Holzer, USGS, gave the keynote address on “Learning from 
earthquakes and the US Plan for coordinating post-earthquake investigations”.  The plan outlines 
investigations activities over some ten years after a significant earthquake; it is available at - 
http://geopubs.wr.usgs.gov/circular/c1242/ 
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Coming relatively shortly after the 20 December 2006 
Gisborne earthquake, the conference also provided an ideal 
opportunity to pass on first hand experiences from those 
involved in the aftermath of the earthquake.   
Anyone can now access the papers and presentations on the 
NZSEE website - http://db.nzsee.org.nz/2008/Contents.htm.    
 
As usual, the social functions also provided a fine chance for 
attendees to network with their peers and with representatives 
of disciplines other than their own.  Finally, it should be noted 
that the conference awarded prizes for the best papers in 
three categories and for the best poster.  The Ivan Skinner 
Award was presented to Dr Misko Cubrinovski and the NZSEE 
Research Scholarship was awarded to Brendon Bradley.  Congratulations to all prize and award 
winners. 
 

2009 Annual Conference 
 
Quincy and his able team of Renee Brook, Peter Wood and Robin Frengley are working away at 
developing the details for the 2009 annual conference.  It will be held in Christchurch over the 
period 3 - 5 April 2009. Unfortunately, there were no conference venues available to hold the 
conference in Nelson at that time of year, as was originally planned.    
 

AEES Conference 

 
The Australian Earthquake Engineering Society conference will be held this year in Ballarat on 
21-23 November.  The closing date for Abstract submission has passed but information on the 
conference may be obtained from http://www.aees.org.au/.    
 

ANZ Young Geotechnical Professionals Conference 
 
The 2008 ANZ Young Geotechnical Professionals conference is being held in Wellington 5-8 
November.  For more information, click on the following link:  
 
http://www.nzgeotechsoc.org.nz/anz-ygp-conference.cfm.     
 

Wenchuan Earthquake – NZSEE Reconnaissance 
 

One of our members, Jiashun Yu from GNS, was working at the University in Chengdu at the 
time of the earthquake and he was fortunate enough to be invited back to a workshop in early 
August, which included field trips to badly affected areas.  The Society covered the cost of 
Jiashun’s return to Chengdu.  He was able to establish key contacts in the area who will be able 
to assist our bid for a reconnaissance mission to the Chinese authorities, and he has also made 
a couple of presentations in Wellington since his return.   
 
The Pacific Earthquake Engineering Research (PEER) Centre in the USA managed to put 
together a Wenchuan Earthquake Seminar on 18 August and you can view a video of the entire 
seminar at the following link: 
 
http://peer.berkeley.edu/events/2008/2008-18-08_Wenchuan-Seminar/video_event.html 

http://www.aees.org.au/
http://www.nzgeotechsoc.org.nz/anz-ygp-conference.cfm
http://peer.berkeley.edu/events/2008/2008-18-08_Wenchuan-Seminar/video_event.html
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Global Earthquake Model – Inaugural Meeting   
 
In June Mark Stirling and Andrew King (through the involvement of GNS in the project) attended 
the inaugural meeting on a Global Earthquake Model in Zurich.  Richard Sharpe also attended. It 
is understood that there will be three Task Groups and some funding will be provided by Munich 
Re. Mark noted that it is a very ambitious project and is like to take several years to complete if it 
is to be on a truly global scale.  NZSEE expects to be kept up to date by Mark on developments.  
 

EQC Support 
 
I would like to acknowledge the generous support provided to the NZSEE by the EQC in the form 
of sponsorship of the annual conference and of its sponsorship of the publication of the Bulletin. 


