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From the President 
 
I am pleased to introduce myself as the Society’s new President, 
having been honoured to receive this promotion from my fellow 
Management Committee members following the AGM held at the 
Wairakei conference in April.  I am the Principal Structural Engineer 
at BRANZ Ltd, Porirua, and have worked in the Structures Section 
(now part of the Fire and Structures Group) at BRANZ for the last 13 
years.  I have been a member of the NZSEE since the late 1980’s 
and have served on the Management Committee over recent years. 
 
First up, I would like to express my sincere thanks to Mick Pender, 
who has been an able President of the Society over the last two 
years.  He has handed over the leadership of a Society in a very 
healthy financial position and also with a current membership of 
approximately 600.   
 
It is probably a good time to remind ourselves of the Mission and Objectives of the Society, which 
are: 
 
Mission 

 To gather, shape and apply knowledge to reduce the impact of earthquakes on our 
communities. 

Objectives 

• Foster the advancement of the science and practice of earthquake engineering across 
all disciplines 
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• Promote co-operation among scientists, engineers and other professionals in the broad 
field of earthquake engineering through interchange of knowledge, ideas, results of 
research and practical experience 

It is my sincere goal that I, with the support of the Management Committee, will guide the 
operation of the Society over the coming year through the various initiatives that are currently 
underway and through new initiatives to accomplish the stated objectives of the Society.  
 
Being the first Newsletter for 2008, there are several matters that I need to tell you about, as I 
and the Committee are keen to ensure that all members are well informed of the Society’s 
operation.  We also welcome feedback from you because this is your Society and without this 
feedback we will not know whether we are satisfying your needs.    
 

2008-09 Management Committee 
 
The committee is:  

Name Category 

  

Quincy Ma Research Scientist 

John Townend Geophysicist or Seismologist 

Mark Stirling Geologist 

Vacant (no nomination) Architect  

Graeme Beattie Ordinary (President) 

Pathmanathan Brabhaharan Ordinary 

Bruce Deam Ordinary 

Stefano Pampanin Ordinary 

Peter Wood Ordinary 

Mick Pender Immediate Past President 

Derek Wilshere Administrative Secretary 

Les Megget Bulletin editor 

  
Congratulations to Quincy Ma on his election to the committee.  It is refreshing to have a younger 
member interested in the management of the Society.   I would like to acknowledge Dean 
Saunders for his valuable contribution during his time on the Management Committee – thank
you Dean.  Unfortunately, we lost the significant service provided by Warwick Kellaway, as he did 
not stand for re-election as the Architect representative on the Management Committee this year.  
It was also disappointing that there were no new nominations for this position.  The Committee 
will be working to co-opt suitable people as required for specific activities throughout the year. 
Committee contact details may be found on the Society website. 
 

2008 Annual Conference – Wairakei 
 
This year’s annual conference in Wairakei, with the theme “Engineering an Earthquake Resistant 
New Zealand” was a bumper event with approximately 180 registrations.  Congratulations to 
Peter Wood and Derek Wilshere for the smooth running of a very successful event.  Many 
positive comments were received about the cabaret style seating used to accommodate the 
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large number of delegates.  
A key part of the Saturday 
evening conference dinner 
was the recognition of Dr Bill 
Robinson as a Life Member 
of the Society; a very popular 
choice.  The occasion also 
provided the opportunity to 
play a part of the DVD on the 
contribution of Bill and Dr 
Ivan Skinner to earthquake 
engineering in New Zealand. 
 
Photo: Bill Robinson 
speaking after receiving his 
Life Membership 
 
Dr Barry Davidson was recognised for his support of the Society with a promotion to Fellow. 
 
2007 EQC/NZSEE Ivan Skinner Award 
 
The prestigious 2007 EQC/NZSEE Ivan Skinner Award for Outstanding Contributions to the 
Advancement of Earthquake Engineering Research in New Zealand was awarded to Misko 
Cubrinovski for his research project to develop a robust state-of-the-art methodology for 
assessment of the seismic performance of pile foundations. 
 
2008 NZSEE Research Scholarship 
 
This year’s worthy recipient of the NZSEE Research Scholarship was Brendon Bradley for his 
proposed research into Seismic Loss Estimation and Soil-pile-structure Systems.   
 
In the usual style of the NZSEE, the following awards were presented at the conclusion of the 
conference: 
 
Best Student Paper: 
“Nonlinear Foundation Response of Liquid Storage Tanks under Seismic Loading” by M.A. 
Chung and T.J. Larkin. 
 
Best Research Paper: 
“Feasibility and Detailing of Prestressed Timber Buildings for Seismic Areas” by T. Smith, S. 
Pampanin, A. Buchanan and M. Fragiacomo. 
 
Best Practice Paper: 
 
“The Damage Avoidance Design of Tall Steel Frame Buildings - Fairlie Terrace Student 
Accommodation Project, Victoria University of Wellington” by S.M Gledhill, G.K Sidwell and D.K 
Bell.  
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Shared with: 
 

“Design of Retaining Walls for Outward Displacement in Earthquakes” by J. H. Wood 
 

Best Poster Paper: 
“Simple Design for Yielding Structures Subject to Torsion” by Eu Ving, Gregaory Macrae, Didier 
Pettinga, Bruce Deam and Vinod Sadashiva. 
 

2009 Annual Conference 
 
Preparations have begun for the 2009 annual conference.  The hope at this stage is that it can 
be held in Nelson, but this will depend on Nelson’s ability to accommodate the sort of numbers 
expected to attend.  Christchurch will be the backup location.  We will keep you informed of the 
developments. 
 

Strategic Plan 
 
In 2001, the Management Committee and invited guests from other organisations produced the 
first Strategic Plan for the Society for some years which included a five year forward plan
involving the direction of surplus funds into communications, technical outputs and international 
participation.  To be of use to the Society, the Plan needs to remain live, something that we have 
been a bit remiss in doing over the last few years.  In an effort to update the Plan for the coming 
years, the Management Committee held a special meeting earlier this year to review and update 
the 2001 document.  It was decided that the majority of the Strategic activities identified in 2001 
still exist today.  Hence, the Plan is receiving only a minor update.  A scheme for the reduction of 
the accumulated funds over the next few years through the direction of these into strategic 
activities is currently being worked on by the Committee.     

 
Technical Development Manager 
 

Three years ago, the Management Committee considered that in these busy times, if we were to 
properly manage our Study Group activities we needed to employ a part time manager.   With
the appointment of Graham Rowe to this position, the Management Committee thought that we 
would now be able to push ahead with the completion of on-going Study Group activity and begin 
new projects.  While some progress was made in this direction, unfortunately Graham found that 
other commitments meant that he could not dedicate the required time to the TDM work and late 
last year he resigned. 
 
We have not given up on this initiative and we recently advertised for a new TDM.  A 
subcommittee of three reviewed the applications and a decision was made not to offer the 
position to any of the applicants.  A revised position description is being considered by the 
Committee.   

 
Oral Histories 
 
Compiling of oral histories ensures that knowledge and experience will not be lost to future 
generations.  We are fortunate that three of our long standing and highly regarded members, Dr 
Ivan Skinner, Dr Bill Robinson and Mr Latham Andrews, have recorded their work histories on 
tape, kindly arranged by the EQC.  The NZSEE has copies of these and they may be loaned 
from the Society Secretary (secretary@nzsee.org.nz).   
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NZSEE Formation 
 
Speaking about histories, over recent months one of the Society’s founding members, Latham 
Andrews, has been busy recording a history of the formation of the Society.  We are pleased to 
announce that this memoir will soon be published in booklet form and distributed to members.  A 
copy will also be added to the Society website.  
 
 

AEES Conference 
 
The Australian Earthquake Engineering Society conference will be held this year in Ballarat on 
21-23 November.  The closing date for Abstract submission has passed but information on the 
conference may be obtained from http://www.aees.org.au/.     
 

Eastern Sichuan Earthquake – NZSEE Reconnaissance 
 

On 12 May this year we all know a devastating magnitude 7.9 earthquake struck the Eastern 
Sichuan region of China.  At the time the Management Committee considered whether it would 
be beneficial to dispatch a reconnaissance team immediately.  It was obvious that search and 
rescue efforts were the primary focus for the Chinese and the sending of a reconnaissance team 
could have hindered this process.  Furthermore, it would have been necessary to obtain an 
invitation from the Chinese before travel permission would have been granted and we were 
advised that no invitations for scientific missions were being offered at that time.  With the 
knowledge of events available to us it was decided to wait until the state of emergency had 
abated.  We are now four weeks out from the earthquake and we have been briefed by one of 
our members, GNS seismologist Jiashun Yu, who was in Chengdu at the time of the earthquake.  
Despite the time delay since the earthquake, we believe there is still a lot that can be learned 
across several disciplines.  A sub-committee of Mark Stirling, Peter Wood and I have been 
assessing the best makeup of a team to travel to Eastern Sichuan.  Critical to the 
reconnaissance mission is the receipt of an invitation and this is currently being requested 
through official channels.  We will keep you informed of progress with the mission.     
 

EQC Support 
 
I would like to acknowledge the generous support provided to the NZSEE by the EQC in the form 
of sponsorship of the annual conference and of its sponsorship of the publication of the Bulletin.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


